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Peace is defined as freedom from or cessation of war or violence. The promotion of pacifism, from that fateful day on August
6th, 1945 has been the center of Hiroshima’ s mission to the world. This summer, | was able to participate in that mission.
From August 3rd to August 8th, an exhibition set with the goal of spreading awareness of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima
was opened in Yokohama Minato-Mirai in a publicly accessible gallery. The motive was not to question whether the
dropping of the atomic bombs was right or wrong but to take an overall anti-war stance. In that aim, we have largely
succeeded in conveying that message to observers.

Before going on to personal experiences, | would like to comment on the context of the issue at hand that the exhibition
was trying to address and the true underlying problems among Japanese | discovered during my time at Yokohama. The
truth is, not many Japanese know their own history. Whether or not this is the consequence of deliberate ignorance or a
flaw of the education system, without understanding suffering at the hands of war, we cannot truly know the merits of
peace.

An even more lasting experience, however, was the impression we left on observers. They seemed to leave with a genuine
sense that peace was a cause that should be universally supported. In only one instance was | confronted with an observer
that had views that openly defied the cause for peace. Even a U.S Marine agreed a good future would be one that wouldn” t
involve the deployment and use of nuclear weapons. It stands as incredibly admirable that what we pursued was not justice,
but rather acknowledgment and unified resolve against conflict. | believe this was due to the exhibition’ s aim not to pursue
a narrow goal of simply recounting the horrors of August 6th but draw them out into a modern world context and how the
repetition of this particular event could be a repercussion today’ s conflicts.

In conclusion, not only did | believe | contributed to a cause that will convince people that peace is an ongoing and
committed cause to work for, | believe | have undergone a great deal of self-growth in morals and knowledge because of
this opportunity. | look forward to contributing again.
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